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Stuck in a moment and you can’t get out of it. 


Are you getting a sense of deja vu? Well, you’re not crazy. This does have 
an identical bondage theme and color palette as a poster we shared last 
week. The main difference is that this victim has shaved her armpits, which 
is good, because you always want to look your best for a torturing. The film 
here is Kifujin shibari tsubo, aka Noble Lady Bound Vase, and it stars 
Naomi Tani, who we’re going to get know real well on this site. She was 
Japan’s queen of bondage cinema, garnering notoriety for her roles in 
flicks like Wife To Be Sacrificed and Colorful Bed of Violent Desire, before 
retiring to become a restaurant owner. As we mentioned before, though we 
like pinku films, harder ones are not exactly our cup of T&A. We do realize 
that rope bondage is considered fine art in Japan, but as Americans—even 
ones who have spent years abroad—we can’t completely shake a lifetime 
of conditioning that makes us see something weird here. But on the other 
hand, we seriously doubt the Japanese can understand why we glorify 
violence to such an extent in American cinema. So we won’t judge them if 
they don’t judge us. One of the reasons we started this site was to explore 
how art varies from culture to culture, and so of course we’ll keep 
discussing these films, but we’ll also be looking seriously into the 
Japanese bondage arts kinbaku-bi and shibari. Hope you’re looking 
forward to that. Now we have to go shoot some people. Kifujin shibari 
tsubo opened in Japan today in 1977. 
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Modern Pulp Dec 5 2009 

I wanna hold your hana. 


Hana to hebi: kyukyoku nawa chdkyd was released with the English title 
Flower and Snake 4: Rope Magic, which is a very pretty collection of 
nouns for an exercise in torture porn. Fairly hard torture porn, too, probably 


















because by the time this was made by Nikkatsu Studios, adult video was 
taking a major bite out of Japan’s pinku market. The plot here is simple: a 
gambler with debts loses his wife and daughter to the Yakuza, who 
proceed to humiliate the women in various fiendish ways. There’s an 
escape attempt that goes awry, but basically the story is just a framework 
for increasingly devilish forms of sexual degradation. You got your dildos. 
You got your hot wax. You got your urine. This is soooo not our thing. But 
what is our thing is the promo art, which is just lovely, even while evincing 
the film’s highly dubious nature. Experienced pinku fans, or those into the 
Japanese art of Kinbaku-bi (beautiful bondage) may dig this movie. All 
others proceed with caution. Hana to hebi: kyukyoku nawa chokyd, 
premiered in Japan today in 1987. 



